CHAPTER FOUR ~ ADMISSIONS
PART 1—BEGINNING STUDENTS
§ 4-101. Authority of Admissions Committee.
(a)

The Admissions Committee shall have exclusive and final jurisdiction over the admission
of beginning students.

(b)

No person shall be admitted without the affirmative vote of a majority of the Admissions
Committee.
Sept. 21, 2004

§ 4-102. Admissions Goals.
A crucial part of the mission of the law school is to provide access to legal education to students
with diverse backgrounds and life experiences, including those who might not otherwise have the
opportunity to study law. The law school admits into its J.D. degree program applicants who have
satisfied its educational prerequisites and who appear capable of satisfactorily completing its educational requirements and being admitted to the profession.
Sept. 21, 2004

§ 4-103. Educational Requirements.
(a)

The law school requires for admission to its J.D. degree program a bachelor’s degree, or
successful completion of three-fourths of the work acceptable for a bachelor’s degree, from
an institution that is accredited by an accrediting agency recognized by the United States
Department of Education.

(b)

The law school may grant conditional admission to a student who has not satisfied the
educational requirement stated in subsection (a) hereof, provided that such requirement
will be met before the student matriculates.

(c)

In an extraordinary case, the law school may admit to its J.D. degree program an applicant
who does not possess the educational requirements of subsection (a) if the applicant’s experience, ability, and other characteristics clearly show an aptitude for the study of law.
The admitting officer shall sign and place in the admittee’s file a statement of the considerations that led to the decision to admit the applicant.

(d)

Each student who matriculates shall provide to the law school, no later than October 1 of
the year of matriculation, the student’s official transcripts verifying all academic credits
undertaken and degree(s) conferred.
(1)

For purposes of this section, “official transcript” means:
(i)
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a paper or electronic transcript certified by the issuing institution and delivered directly to the law school; or
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(ii)

a paper or electronic transcript verified by a third-party credential assembly
service and delivered directly to the law school.

With respect to electronic copies, it is sufficient for transcripts to be maintained at
the law school or off-site by a third-party provider as long as the law school has
access to the documents on demand.
(2)

Any student who does not provide the student’s official transcripts by October 1
shall be administratively withdrawn from all law school classes on October 1 (or
the first weekday after October 1) and assigned a grade of WP in each course.
Sept. 21, 2004; Rev. May 6, 2014; May 9, 2018

§ 4-104. Law School Admission Test.
(a)

The law school requires all applicants to take the Law School Admission Test sponsored
by the Law School Admission Council. The score earned by the applicant shall play a key
role in the admission decision.

(b)

For those applicants taking the Law School Admission Test more than once, the score used
for admission shall be the highest of the scores earned on all tests taken.

(c)

No LSAT score older than five years shall be considered in the admission process.
Sept. 21, 2004; Rev. June 2, 2006

§ 4-105. Applicant Previously Disqualified by Another Law School.
(a)

The law school shall consider admitting a student who has been disqualified previously for
academic reasons by another school upon an affirmative showing that the student possesses
the requisite ability to succeed in the study of law and that the prior disqualification does
not indicate a lack of capacity to complete the course of study at Jones School of Law.
This showing shall be made by a letter from the disqualifying school or, if two or more
years have elapsed since that disqualification, by the nature of interim work, activity, or
studies indicating a stronger potential for law study.

(b)

When such an applicant is admitted, the Admissions Committee shall place in the admittee’s file a statement of the considerations that led to the decision to admit the applicant.
Sept. 21, 2004; Rev. Oct. 17, 2006

§ 4-106. Applicant with LL.M. Degree.
(a)

Each applicant to the J.D. program who has previously earned an LL.M. in an ABA-approved law school must furnish with the application a recent LSAT result.

(b)

Once admitted, except as provided in subsection (c) hereof, such student shall complete all
of the law school’s requirements for other students earning the J.D. degree. Except as
provided in subsection (d) hereof, such student shall not be admitted with advanced standing.
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(c)

The Associate Dean for Academic Affairs may grant a waiver from re-enrolling in certain
required courses successfully completed as an LL.M. student (e.g., Contracts). In such an
instance, the student shall still be required to complete 90[*] semester hours by substituting
elective courses for any courses that were waived.

(d)

This policy does not preclude the Associate Dean for Academic Affairs from allowing
credit consistent with ABA Standard 505.

[*The 90-hour requirement “appl[ies] to students matriculating in the J.D. program after July 1, 2016.” For students
matriculating in the J.D. program before July 2, 2016, the applicable requirement is 88 hours.]
Sept. 21, 2004; Rev. May 6, 2014; Mar. 9, 2016; Sept. 11, 2018

PART 2—READMITTED STUDENTS

§ 4-201. Authority of Admissions Committee.
(a)

The Admissions Committee shall have exclusive and final jurisdiction over the readmission of former students who have been dismissed or have withdrawn in their first semester.

(b)

No person shall be readmitted without the affirmative vote of a majority of the Admissions
Committee.
Sept. 21, 2004

§ 4-202. Matriculation Two Years after Dismissal.
If a student has been dismissed from the law school pursuant to Section 3-901, 3-902, or 3-903, or
has been dismissed pursuant to Section 3-905 and has not been reinstated, he or she may apply for
readmission to the law school. If he or she is readmitted, he or she shall matriculate only after at
least two years have elapsed since the dismissal. The student shall make a showing that during the
interim, he or she has undertaken work, activity or studies to indicate a stronger potential for the
study of law.
Sept. 21, 2004; Rev. Oct. 17, 2006

§ 4-203. Readmission on the Basis of Current Admission Standards.
The readmission decision shall be made by the Admissions Committee under then-current admission standards.
Sept. 21, 2004

§ 4-204. Status of Readmitted Student.
(a)

A student who has been dismissed and who is readmitted shall forfeit all credits previously
earned and shall be readmitted as a first year, first semester student.

(b)

The grade point average of a student who has been readmitted shall be based only on the
work attempted since readmission. However, if the readmitted student shall have been
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dismissed pursuant to Section 3-905, his or her transcript shall continue to show the earlier
courses attempted, the grades earned, and the dismissal.
Sept. 21, 2004

§ 4-205. Statement in File.
In each case where readmission is granted, the Admissions Committee shall sign and place in the
admittee’s file a statement of the considerations that led to the decision to readmit the applicant.
Sept. 21, 2004

PART 3—TRANSFER STUDENTS
§ 4-301. Authority of Dean.
The Dean, or the Associate Dean for Academic Affairs when the Dean so authorizes him or her,
shall have exclusive and final jurisdiction over the admission of transfer students and the awarding
of transfer credit.
Sept. 21, 2004

§ 4-302. Transfer Only When in Good Standing.
A student must be in good standing at the other law school at the time of transferring to Jones
School of Law.
Sept. 21, 2004

§ 4-303. Limitations on Transfer of Credit.
(a)

All course work accepted for transfer must be taken either at an ABA-approved law school
or in an ABA-approved program.

(b)

No more than 30 semester hours of academic credits shall be accepted for transfer.

(c)

The law school shall accept transfer credit only for courses in which the grade received is
equal to or higher than the grade point average required for graduation at the other law
school.

(d)

Credit for any course required for graduation from Jones School of Law shall be accepted
for transfer only when the course taken shall have been comparable to the course offered
at Jones School of Law.
Sept. 21, 2004

§ 4-304. “P” for All Transfer Credit.
All grades for which credit is transferred shall be entered as “P” on the student’s records and shall
not affect the student’s cumulative grade point average.
Sept. 21, 2004
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PART 4—VISITING STUDENTS
§ 4-401. Authority of Dean.
The Dean, or the Associate Dean for Academic Affairs when the Dean so authorizes him or her,
shall have exclusive and final jurisdiction over the extension of visiting privileges to students from
other law schools for matriculation at Jones School of Law.
Sept. 21, 2004

§ 4-402. Limitation on Use of Credits Earned Here.
When a student has been extended visiting privileges by Jones School of Law, the credits earned
here may not be applied toward a degree from this law school.
Sept. 21, 2004

§ 4-403. Student from ABA-approved Program, and with Appropriate Approval.
A student may be extended visiting privileges here only if he or she (a) is a student at an ABAapproved law school or program, and (b) has been approved for visiting privileges here by an
appropriate official at the student’s school of residence.
Sept. 21, 2004

§ 4-404. Visiting Privileges Only When in Good Standing.
For visiting privileges, a student must be in good standing at the student’s school of residence at
the time of beginning the visit here.
Sept. 21, 2004

§ 4-405. Best Interest of Jones School of Law.
A student may be admitted here for visiting privileges only if the visit serves the best interest of
Jones School of Law.
Sept. 21, 2004

§ 4-406. Jones School of Law Students Earning Credit At Other Law Schools.
(a)

A student who is in good academic standing at the School of Law may earn credit at other
ABA-approved law schools up to a maximum of 15 credit hours. Upon showing of a welldocumented request based upon extenuating circumstances of hardship (e.g., medical/psychological circumstances, death in the family, or other family crisis), the Associate Dean
for Academic Affairs may allow the student to earn up to 30 credit hours at other ABAapproved law schools. No credit may be earned at law schools that are not ABA-approved.

(b)

A student who is in good academic standing at the School of Law may participate in a
summer abroad program sponsored by another ABA-approved law school subject to the
credit hour limit above.
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(c)

A student who wishes to earn credit at another ABA-approved law school must receive the
approval of the Associate Dean for Academic Affairs prior to enrollment at the other law
school.
Oct. 11, 2010
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