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Faulkner University’s Thomas Goode Jones School of Law has earned 
a reputation for providing students with a strong legal education in 
a caring, Christian environment. Established in 1928, Faulkner Law 

has grown from educating students in the borrowed chambers of local 
judges to its permanent home in nearly 70,000 square feet of state-of-the-art 
classrooms,  courtrooms, clinics, library, and student space on the campus of 
Faulkner University. Faulkner Law is fully accredited by the American Bar 
Association (ABA). 

Faulkner Law students gain invaluable, practical experience throughout 
their three years of legal study. Faulkner Law’s onsite legal clinics, field 
placements, law review, and award-winning advocacy programs complement 
an outstanding classroom education that equips students with practice-ready 
skills. 

The law school has produced over 3,250 graduates working in more than 
25 states. The law school’s alumni include state supreme court justices; 
appellate, magistrate, and district judges; politicians and government 
leaders; and attorneys working in public interest, solo practice, and leading 
law firms across the nation. Faulkner Law graduates are making a difference 
in their communities and beyond. Today, we are pleased to celebrate the 
Class of 2022’s graduation and welcome them into the Faulkner Law alumni 
community.

About Faulkner L aw



Program
Montgomery Performing Arts Centre, Montgomery, Alabama

Procession starts at 10:00 a.m.
(Guests remain seated during the processional)

Processional

Invocation                                                                                                                                                       Layne S. Keele
Associate Professor of Law

	

Welcome, Recognition of Special Guests, and Remarks	 Charles B. Campbell
Dean and Associate Professor of Law

Faculty Farewell	 Robert L. McFarland
Associate Professor of Law and 

Director of Advocacy Programs

Student Farewell	 Caleb Gregory Carr
President, Student Bar Association

Introduction of Commencement Speaker	 Charles B. Campbell
 	 Dean and Associate Professor of Law

Commencement Address	 The Honorable William H. Pryor, Jr.
Chief Circuit Judge, United States Court of Appeals, Eleventh Circuit

	
Conferring of Degrees, Presentation of Diplomas, 
and Hooding of Graduates
	 R. Wayne Baker, Vice Chancellor and Interim President		

Charles B. Campbell, Dean and Associate Professor of Law
	 Jennifer L. DeBoer, Assistant Dean of Students	
		

Awards	 Charles B. Campbell
	 Dean and Associate Professor of Law

Benediction	 A. Jerome Dees
Professor of Law



Class of 2022

* ADR Certificate Recipient
† Fellows, Public Interest Society: Students who 

 completed 50 hours or more of voluntary service

Nicole Jin Adams, cum laude

Shelby Marie Andrews † 

Robert Len Averett

Taylor H. Baker, cum laude † 

Mason Reid Barnes, cum laude

John Charles Beck

Lauren Elisa Bevins † 

Brandon Christopher Capps

Caleb Gregory Carr

Brittany Carroll, magna cum laude † 

John Edwin Carter

Whittney Olga Clark

Ty Marshall Cooper

Katrinnah Marguerite Darden

Melissa Katherine Danielle Dill † 

Forrest Brett Drinkwine *

Aspen Brianne Durham 

Kendall Micaelah Gale

Soren Alexander Geiger, summa cum laude † 

William Glenn Goggans *

Hunter Allen Gregg, cum laude

Alexander Hatch

Wala Hijaz * †

Andrew Hosek

Mary Alison Jenkins

Seth Kochera, cum laude 

Alan James Kouns

Cassidy Lee † 

Erika Anne Liljeberg † 

Kaelyn Lloyd † 

Bailey Brooke Miller † 

James Michael Murphree

John Burgess Neuhoff

Il-Woong Oh

Carolyn Danyel Peters † 

Ava Kaye Peterson † 

Jeremy Potiha

Ariel Fabricio Ramirez * †

Phillip Andrew Ray † 

Cristina R. Rustad *

William Tyler Sampley † 

Clay Marshall Sanders *

Varian Shaw

Rebecca Suzanne Smith, summa cum laude † 

Austin Michael Stinnett

Taylor Alexis Swindell

Xavier M. Thomas 

Stacy Lee Walters

Mary Katherine White

Meghan Elizabeth Wynn



Faulkner University

President
 

R. Wayne Baker
Vice Chancellor and Interim President of Faulkner University

A.A., Rochester University
B.A., Lipscomb University

M.S., Troy University of Montgomery
Ed.D., Nova Southeastern University

Faulkner L aw

Charles B. Campbell
Dean of Thomas Goode Jones School of Law
Associate Professor of Law
B.S., Auburn University
J.D., University of Virginia

Michael J. DeBoer
Associate Dean for Academic Affairs
Associate Professor of Law
B.A., Liberty University
M.A.R., Liberty Baptist Theological Seminary
M.Div., Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary
J.D., Valparaiso University
LL.M, Indiana University 
McKinney School of Law

Donna M. Spears
Associate Dean of Information Resources
B.A., University of Louisiana at Lafayette
J.D., Loyola University
M.L.I.S., Louisiana State University

Jennifer L. DeBoer
Assistant Dean of Students
Director of Academic Success
B.A., Hope College
J.D., Valparaiso University
M.A., University of Colorado 
at Colorado Springs

Charles I. Nelson
Dean Emeritus
B.S., Abilene Christian University
J.D., University of Texas

Administration



Faculty

John G. Browning
Visiting Associate Professor of Law
B.A., Rutgers University
J.D., University of Texas

Betty Bobbitt Byrne
Director of Bar Success
Adjunct Professor of Law
B.A., University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill
J.D., Samford University

Charles B. Campbell
Dean of Thomas Goode Jones School of Law
Associate Professor of Law
B.S., Auburn University
J.D., University of Virginia

John C. Craft
Clinical Associate Professor of Law
Director of Clinical and 
Field Placement Programs
B.A., Auburn University
J.D., Faulkner University

Michael J. DeBoer
Associate Dean for Academic Affairs
Associate Professor of Law
B.A., Liberty University
M.A.R., Liberty Baptist Theological Seminary
M.Div., Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary
J.D., Valparaiso University
LL.M, Indiana University 
McKinney School of Law

A. Jerome Dees
Professor of Law
B.A., Auburn University
J.D., Samford University

Donald W. Garner
Professor of Law, Emeritus
B.A., University of Texas at Arlington
J.D., University of Texas
 
Jeffrey B. Hammond
Associate Professor of Law
B.A., Harding University
M.T.S., Emory University
J.D., Emory University

Shirley D. Howell
Professor of Law
B.A., Huntingdon College
J.D., Jones Law Institute

Layne S. Keele
Associate Professor of Law
B.B.A., Freed-Hardeman University
J.D., Indiana University Maurer School of Law

Adam J. MacLeod 
Professor of Law
B.A., Gordon College
J.D., University of Notre Dame

Robert L. McFarland
Associate Professor of Law
Director of Advocacy Programs
B.A., Oklahoma Christian University
J.D., Pepperdine University

Kelly F. McTear
Director, Kenneth Dunham Mediation Clinic
Clinical Associate Professor of Law
Director of Public Interest Programs
B.A., Rhodes College
J.D., University of Alabama



Law Library

Leanne M. Jordan
Technical Services Librarian
A.S.N., Troy State University
B.S.B., Faulkner University
M.L.I.S., University of Alabama

Georgette Panagotacos
Assistant Director of Collections Management 
and Research Librarian
B.S., Florida State University
J.D., Florida State University
M.L.I.S., Florida State University

Donna M. Spears
Associate Dean of Information Resources
B.A., University of Louisiana at Lafayette
J.D., Loyola University
M.L.I.S., Louisiana State University

Ned D. Swanner, Jr.
Assistant Director for Electronic Services 
and Research Librarian
B.A., Randolph-Macon College
M.A., University of Missouri
J.D., Campbell University
LL.M., University of Missouri - Kansas City

Taurus L. Myhand
Assistant Professor of Law
B.S., Excelsior College
M.Div., Interdenominational Theological 
Center
M.S.C.J., Troy University
J.D., University of Alabama

Andy G. Olree
Professor of Law
B.B.A., Harding University
J.D., University of Chicago

Melvin L. Otey
Associate Professor of Law
B.S.B.A., St. Louis University
J.D. Howard University
B.A. Amridge University
M.Div., Amridge University

Thurston H. Reynolds, II
Professor of Law
B.A., Abilene Christian University
J.D., University of Texas
LL.M., New York University

Eric P. Voigt
Research & Writing Associate Professor of Law
Director, Legal Writing Program
B.A., University of North Carolina
J.D., Indiana University Maurer School of Law



William H. Pryor Jr. serves as Chief Circuit Judge on the United States Court 
of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit. 

In 2013–18, he served on the United States Sentencing Commission and, in 2017–
18, served as Acting Chair.

He has taught as a visiting professor at the University of Alabama School of Law and 
as an adjunct professor at the Cumberland School of Law of Samford University. 

He served as the 45th Attorney General of Alabama from 1997 to 2004.  When he 
took office, he was the youngest attorney general in the nation. In his reelection, he 
received the highest percentage of votes of any statewide candidate.

He graduated magna cum laude from Tulane Law School where he finished first 
in the common-law curriculum and served as editor in chief of the Tulane Law 
Review. He then clerked for Judge John Minor Wisdom of the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Fifth Circuit.

He is a member of The American Law Institute and an Adviser for the Restatement 
of the Law Third, Conflict of Laws. He is a coauthor with Bryan Garner, 
Justices Gorsuch and Kavanaugh, and several other judges of a treatise, The 
Law of Judicial Precedent. He has published in the Yale Law Journal Forum, 
Columbia Law Review, Virginia Law Review, Notre Dame Law Review, Harvard 
Journal of Law & Public Policy, Yale Law & Policy Review, George Mason Law 
Review, Case Western Reserve Law Review, and Tulane Law Review, among others. 
He has published op-eds in The Wall Street Journal, The New York Times, National 
Review, and USA Today. He has lectured at several law schools and debated at 
National Lawyers’ Conventions of the Federalist Society and at the Oxford Union 
in the United Kingdom. And he is listed among several “widely admired judicial 
writers” in Bryan Garner’s The Redbook: A Manual on Legal Style.

He is a member of the Tulane Law School Hall of Fame and has received the 
Defender of the Constitution Award from the Heritage Foundation, the Jurist of 
the Year Award from the Texas Review of Law & Politics, and the St. Thomas More 
Award from the St. Thomas More Society of Atlanta. Judge Pryor is also a proud 
member of the National Society of the Sons of the American Revolution.

The Honorable William H. Pryor, Jr.
Biography








