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Faulkner University’s Thomas Goode Jones School of Law has earned a reputation for 
providing students with a strong legal education in a distinctive, caring, Christian 
community. Established in 1928, Faulkner Law has grown from educating students 

in the borrowed chambers of local judges to its permanent home in nearly 70,000 square 
feet of state-of-the-art classrooms, courtrooms, clinics, library, and student space on the 
campus of Faulkner University. Faulkner Law is fully accredited by the American Bar 
Association (ABA).

Faulkner Law students gain invaluable, practical experience throughout their legal study. 
Faulkner Law’s onsite legal clinics, field placements, law review, student organizations, 
and award-winning advocacy programs complement an outstanding classroom education 
that equips students with practice-ready skills.

The law school has produced over 2,800 graduates residing and working in 42 states. The 
law school’s alumni include state supreme court justices; appellate, magistrate, and district 
judges; politicians and government leaders; and attorneys working in public interest, 
solo practice, business, education, and leading law firms across the nation. Faulkner Law 
graduates are making a difference in their communities and beyond.

In August 2020, Faulkner Law added a new scheduling option for students. In addition 
to the Full-Time Schedule and Flexible Schedule, the law school added the Executive 
Schedule offering students a reduced load of blended classes over four years. The blended 
classes meet on campus twice a month and have an online, distance education component 
during the week. Today, Faulkner Law is graduating its second full cohort of Executive 
Schedule students, along with its Full-Time and Flexible Schedule students. 

Today, we are pleased to celebrate the Class of 2025’s graduation and welcome them into 
the Faulkner Law alumni community.

About Faulkner L aw



Justice Kelli Wise, a fifth generation Alabamian raised near her family’s small rural farm, attended 
public schools in Dale County and Autauga County. She is the daughter of the late Colonel Bobby W. 
Wise of Kinston and the late Mrs. Betty Mathis Wise of Samson and the niece of late Geneva County 
Probate Judge Harold B. Wise. Justice Wise received her undergraduate degree from Auburn University 
and a Juris Doctorate from Faulkner University’s Jones School of Law. She holds an MPA from Auburn 
University at Montgomery, which presented her with the University’s Outstanding Alumni Award 
and named her among the University’s Top 40 graduates in 40 years. In addition, she was awarded an 
honorary Doctorate from Judson College.
 
Justice Wise was first elected to the Alabama Court of Criminal Appeals in 2000, becoming the youngest 
woman elected to serve on an Alabama appellate court. She was re-elected in 2006 and was later selected 
to serve as Presiding Judge of the Court of Criminal Appeals, where she authored numerous opinions 
aimed at strengthening Alabama’s criminal laws and protecting Alabama citizens from violent offenders. 
Justice Wise was elected to the Supreme Court of Alabama in 2010 and was re-elected in 2016 and 2022. 
She heads the Court’s Wise Division. Throughout her tenure on the bench, Justice Wise has worked 
to defend the Constitution, safeguard our liberty, and provide fair and impartial justice for those who 
come before Alabama’s highest court. 

As an active volunteer in her community, Justice Wise serves in numerous legal, professional, and social 
organizations. She is a graduate of Leadership Alabama, Chair of the Alabama Court Improvement 
Project Multidisciplinary Task Force, a member of the Alabama Judicial Conference, an Alabama Law 
Foundation Fellow, a member of the Alabama State Bar Association, a Montgomery Museum of Fine 
Arts Trustee, a member of the American Council of Young Political Leaders, a member of the Max 
Credit Union Board of Directors, and a founding member of the Lillie Lee Minier Society. Justice Wise 
also serves on The Council of State Government, Civic Health Task Force, CSG Veterans Committee 
and has previously served as President of the Junior League of Montgomery, as well as on the board of 
directors for The Family Sunshine Center and Hands On River Region. 

Justice Wise and her husband, former Montgomery County District Court Judge Arthur Ray, are the 
proud parents of Hanah-Mathis, a graduate of The University of Alabama. They are members of St. 
James United Methodist Church, where Justice Wise has taught Children’s Sunday School, Vacation 
Bible School, and Small Group Bible Study and has served on the Parish-Staff Relations Board. 
 

The Honorable Kelli Wise
Biography



Program
Montgomery Performing Arts Centre, Montgomery, Alabama

Procession starts at 10:00 a.m.
(Guests, please remain seated during the processional.)

Processional

Invocation                                                                                                                                              Stephen M. Frisby
Associate Professor of Law

	

Welcome	 Charles B. Campbell
Dean and Associate Professor of Law

Faculty Farewell	 Courtney L. Horton
Director of Advocacy Programs

Assistant Professor of Law

Student Farewell	 Emma Christine Revels
Class of 2025

Introduction of Commencement Speaker	 D. Mitchell Henry
 	 President, Faulkner University

Commencement Address	 The Honorable Kelli Wise

	
Conferring of Degrees, Presentation of Diplomas, 
and Hooding of Graduates
	 Charles B. Campbell, Dean and Associate Professor of Law
	 Jennifer L. DeBoer, Assistant Dean of Students	
		

Awards	 Charles B. Campbell
	 Dean and Associate Professor of Law

Benediction	 John C. Craft
Director of Clinical and Field Placement Programs

Clinical Associate Professor of Law



Class of 2025

* ADR Certificate Recipient
† Fellows, Public Interest Society: Students who 

 completed 50 hours or more of voluntary service
‡ Military Service

Julie J. Anton

Grayson Harper Asire

McKenna Belle Barton

Hutson Moore Breckenridge

Monica Marie Brown, cum laude

Trinity Faith Brown

Emily Ann Butler, cum laude †

Rylee Givens Buzbee

Matthew A. Caballero 

Shaundrea’ Brianna Carter 

Brian Michael Casey

Jaime Castillo Cortes

Nicholas Bryant Cavender

Caroline Alexis Clark

Emily Elizabeth Colson

Kaci Elizabeth Compton

Taylor Robinson Creel

Ralph Eric Criss

Caleb A. Currie †

Laura Elizabeth Cutbirth

Brett Allen Davis

Gracie Elizabeth Deaton 

Cade Barnett Dollar, cum laude

Riley Luke Edmondson, cum laude

Arit Essien

Cristina Rae Federico

Michele Finley

Charles Eddie Floyd IV, summa cum laude

Deidra Fontana 

Rebekah Jayne Francis Barnes †

Abigail Faith Frazier

Kirsten Clare Fredlund †

Kade Alexander Frenette

Tatum Makenzie Ginn, cum laude †

Natalie Danielle Glass

James R. Goggins

Clinton Joseph Gonzalez †

James Melvin Guffy Jr. †‡

Emma Lee Gullatt

Tiffani Elyse Haga †

Katherine Pierce Hagood, cum laude

Hannah Kathleen Hart †

Christopher Aaron Hinton

Matthew Anthony Holdren



Class of 2025

* ADR Certificate Recipient
† Fellows, Public Interest Society: Students who 

 completed 50 hours or more of voluntary service
‡ Military Service

Clayton Thomas Huber

Jonathan S. Johannesmeyer

Carolyn Clark Jolly, magna cum laude †

Youssuf Katoot

Benjamin Wayne Kennon III *†

Lexxi Baggett Kite 

Lauren Johnson Ledbetter

Myriam Ayad Lott 

Victoria Nathalie Maldonado †

Courtney S. Manuel ‡

Andrew Nolan Markwell †

Tyler Patrick McCrea, magna cum laude

Ariana Ivette Mejia Williams

Jonah Douglas Mercer

Emmalyn Hart Merrill *†

Mario André Mignott

Nicholas Jackson Milsapp

Jonathan Micah Murray

Savannah Gibbs Nelson †

Abigail Vaughn Oliver †

Duane Travis Pate

Torrielle R. Pilot ‡

Braydon Cleveland Poss

Colleen Suzanne Powers, cum laude

Carter Wiggins Ray 

Emma Christine Revels, summa cum laude

Kaleb Allen Richard

Elice Marie Roe

Steven James Russell †

James Patrick Sawyer 

Brigham Augustine Schellinger

Stephanie Denise Scott

Shivani Sivabalan

Scott Griffin Smith II

Nathan Southerland

Matthew Brock St. Amant, summa cum laude

Kevin L. Taylor, cum laude

Courtney Sherine Thomas

Andre Agustus Tyree †‡

William Andrew Van Deventer

Delinah Dione Williams †

Erin Wilson

Frederick Christian Wright V



Faulkner University

President
 D. Mitchell Henry

B.A., Auburn University
M.A., Auburn University

J.D., University of Alabama

Faulkner L aw

Charles B. Campbell
Dean of Thomas Goode Jones School of Law
Associate Professor of Law
B.S., Auburn University
J.D., University of Virginia

Michael J. DeBoer
Associate Dean for Academic Affairs
Professor of Law
B.A., Liberty University
M.A.R., Liberty Baptist Theological Seminary
M.Div., Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary
J.D., Valparaiso University
LL.M, Indiana University 
McKinney School of Law

Donna M. Spears
Associate Dean for Information Resources
B.A., University of Louisiana at Lafayette
J.D., Loyola University
M.L.I.S., Louisiana State University

Jennifer L. DeBoer
Assistant Dean of Students
Adjunct Professor of Law
B.A., Hope College
J.D., Valparaiso University
M.A., University of Colorado 
at Colorado Springs

Jocelyn E.H. Limmer
Assistant Dean for Administration
Director of Academic Success
Adjunct Professor of Law
B.A., University of Kansas
J.D., Indiana University Maurer School of Law

Charles I. Nelson
Dean Emeritus
B.S., Abilene Christian University
J.D., University of Texas

Administration



Faculty

John G. Browning
Distinguished Jurist in Residence
B.A., Rutgers University
J.D., University of Texas

Betty Bobbitt Byrne
Director of Bar Success
Adjunct Professor of Law
B.A., University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill
J.D., Samford University

Charles B. Campbell
Dean of Thomas Goode Jones School of Law
Associate Professor of Law
B.S., Auburn University
J.D., University of Virginia

John C. Craft
Director of Clinical and 
Field Placement Programs
Clinical Associate Professor of Law
B.A., Auburn University
J.D., Faulkner University

Michael J. DeBoer
Associate Dean for Academic Affairs
Professor of Law
B.A., Liberty University
M.A.R., Liberty Baptist Theological Seminary
M.Div., Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary
J.D., Valparaiso University
LL.M, Indiana University 
McKinney School of Law

A. Jerome Dees
Professor of Law
B.A., Auburn University
J.D., Samford University

Laura R. Ford
Associate Professor of Law
B.A., Pacific Union College
J.D., Tulane University
M.P.A., Columbia University
LL.M., University of Washington
Ph.D., Cornell University

Stephen M. Frisby
Associate Professor of Law
B.S., Faulkner University
J.D., Faulkner University
LL.M., University of Alabama

Donald W. Garner
Professor of Law, Emeritus
B.A., University of Texas at Arlington
J.D., University of Texas
 
Jeffrey B. Hammond
Professor of Law
B.A., Harding University
M.T.S., Emory University
J.D., Emory University

Courtney L. Horton
Director of Advocacy Programs
Assistant Professor of Law
B.S., York College
J.D., Faulkner University

Kelly F. McTear
Director of Generational & 
Ancestral Property Clinic
Director of Kenneth Dunham Mediation Clinic
Director of Public Interest Programs
Clinical Associate Professor of Law
B.A., Rhodes College
J.D., University of Alabama



Law Library

Leanne M. Jordan
Technical Services Librarian
A.S.N., Troy State University
B.S.B., Faulkner University
M.L.I.S., University of Alabama

Georgette Panagotacos
Assistant Director of Collections Management 
and Research Librarian
B.S., Florida State University
J.D., Florida State University
M.L.I.S., Florida State University

Donna M. Spears
Associate Dean for Information Resources
B.A., University of Louisiana at Lafayette
J.D., Loyola University
M.L.I.S., Louisiana State University

Ned D. Swanner, Jr.
Assistant Director for Electronic Services 
and Research Librarian
B.A., Randolph-Macon College
M.A., University of Missouri–Columbia
J.D., Campbell University
LL.M., University of Missouri–Kansas City

Gena L. Thuett
Reference Librarian 
A.A., South Plains College
B.A., Lubbock Christian University
J.D., Faulkner University 
M.L.I.S., University of Alabama

Taurus L. Myhand
Assistant Professor of Law
B.S., Excelsior University
M.Div., Interdenominational Theological 
Center
M.S.C.J., Troy University
J.D., University of Alabama

Andy G. Olree
Professor of Law
B.B.A., Harding University
J.D., University of Chicago

Melvin L. Otey
Professor of Law
B.S.B.A., St. Louis University
J.D. Howard University
B.A. Amridge University
M.Div., Amridge University

Thurston H. Reynolds, II
Professor of Law
B.A., Abilene Christian University
J.D., University of Texas
LL.M., New York University

Michael S. Speakman
Visiting Associate Professor of Law
B.S., Auburn University
J.D., Washington and Lee University
M.A., New Orleans Baptist Seminary

Eric P. Voigt
Director of Legal Writing Program
Research & Writing Associate Professor of Law
B.A., University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
J.D., Indiana University Maurer School of Law

Holly M. Walterscheid
Assistant Professor of Law
B.A., Freed-Hardeman University
J.D., Faulkner University






