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Faulkner University’s Thomas Goode Jones School of Law has earned 
a reputation for providing students with a strong legal education in a 
caring, Christian environment. Established in 1928, Faulkner Law has 

grown from educating students in the borrowed chambers of local judges to 
its permanent home in nearly 70,000 square feet of state of the art classrooms,  
courtrooms, and clinic, library, and student space on the campus of Faulkner 
University. Faulkner Law is fully accredited by the American Bar Association 
(ABA). 

Faulkner Law students gain invaluable, practical experience throughout 
their three years of legal study. Faulkner Law’s onsite legal clinics, field 
placements, law review, and award-winning advocacy programs complement 
an outstanding classroom education that equips students with practice-ready 
skills. 

The law school has produced over 3,100 graduates working in more than 
25 states. The law school’s alumni include state supreme court justices; 
appellate, magistrate, and district judges; politicians and government 
leaders; and attorneys working in public interest, solo practice, and leading 
law firms across the nation. Faulkner Law graduates are making a difference 
in their communities and beyond. Today, we are pleased to celebrate the 
Class of 2020’s graduation and welcome them into the Faulkner Law alumni 
community.

About Faulkner L aw



Program
Montgomery Performing Arts Centre, Montgomery, Alabama

Procession starts at 10:00 a.m.
(Guests remain seated during the processional)

Processional

Invocation                                                                                                                                         Robert L. McFarland
 Associate Professor of Law

Director of Advocacy Programs
 

Welcome, Recognition of Special Guests, and Remarks Charles B. Campbell
Dean and Associate Professor of Law

Faculty Farewell Andy G. Olree
Professor of Law

Student Farewell Weston T. Bell

Introduction of Commencement Speaker Charles B. Campbell
  Dean and Associate Professor of Law

Commencement Address The Honorable W. Keith Watkins
Senior United States District Judge 

United States District Court for the Middle District of Alabama

 
Conferring of Degrees, Presentation of Diplomas, 
and Hooding of Graduates
 Michael D. Williams, President, Faulkner University
 Charles B. Campbell, Dean and Associate Professor of Law
 Jennifer L. DeBoer, Assistant Dean of Students 
  

Awards Charles B. Campbell
 Dean and Associate Professor of Law

Benediction A. Jerome Dees 
Professor of Law



District Judge W. Keith Watkins was appointed by President George W. Bush 
to a vacancy in the Middle District of Alabama on December 27, 2005. Judge 

Watkins was elevated to Chief District Judge on May 18, 2011, and he served as 
Chief Judge until January 31, 2019. He assumed senior status in 2019.

A native of Troy, Alabama, Judge Watkins practiced law in Tuscaloosa for two 
years and in Troy for 28 years, with a broad general practice. He is a graduate of 
Auburn University and The University of Alabama School of Law. Among other 
positions in the bar, Judge Watkins is a Fellow in the Alabama Law Foundation and 
served as the Bar Commissioner for the Twelfth Judicial Circuit and as a member 
of the Alabama State Bar Task Force for Alternative Dispute Resolution. He served 
as the mediator in over 200 civil cases in state and federal courts in Alabama and 
Georgia prior to taking the bench.

Judge Watkins serves on the boards for The Frank M. Johnson Jr., Institute, the 
Rosa Parks Museum, the Federal Judges Association, and The American Village.

Judge Watkins and his wife have two grown children and five grandchildren.

Education
Auburn University, B.S., 1973
The University of Alabama School of Law, J.D., 1976

District Judge W. Keith Watkins
Biography



Juris Doctor

§ ADR Certificate Recipient
* Fellows, Public Interest Society: Students who 

 completed 50 hours or more of voluntary service

Sabrina M. Aldridge * §

Alex Jackson Alred

Weston T. Bell, Cum Laude

Talmadge Butts

Chance Russell Carter

Andrei Bogdan Chira

James N. Clayton *

Cailee A. Cole *

William Clifton Coleman *

Nicholas Hale Cook

Brandon Alexander Crompton

Shawn Matthew Engen

Phillip Earl Fikes

Tollie Suzanne Folmar *

William Parsons Gilmore §

Amy Lorena Gonzalez Jimenez §

Kristin Jean Goulart

Haylie Gutierrez, Cum Laude

Devin Caleb Harrison 

Tanner Dennis Herrington *

Courtney Lovelace Horton, 

     Summa Cum Laude *

Roselyn Jean Hudson, Cum Laude

Alexia Pearl Johnson 

Heath Michael Ladner 

Lydia Marie Lake

Michael J. Larkin 

Zachary Jewel Latimore §

Aaron Matthew Mann

Joseph Demetrius McNish

Cicely Savannah Miller

Emma H. Mitchell, Cum Laude

Jake Logan Mitchell

Janina Müller

Ashley Taylor Nash *

Scott Marshall NeSmith * §

Stacey Ozdemir 

John Francis Phillips *

Kymberly Dawnique Porter §

Darion Reyes *

Sarah Katherine Shiver, Cum Laude

Noelle Iman Sillmon §

Hayden Glass Sizemore, Magna Cum Laude *

Samantha Lynne Sizemore *

Billy E. Stevenson III *

Belinda May Strickland * §

Holly Ann Szafran

Shevon Sutcliffe Thomas II * §

Tara Tiffany Danielle Trull, 

     Summa Cum Laude

Matthew Christopher Vaughn *

John Jacob Watkins

Alexandra Elizabeth Worthy §

Andrew Hestand Wright *



Master of L aws

Sabrina M. Aldridge

Kymberly Dawnique Porter

Shevon Sutcliffe Thomas II



Faulkner University

President 

Michael D. Williams  
B.A., Harding University 

M.B.A., Harding University 
Ed.D., University of Pennsylvania

Faulkner L aw

Charles B. Campbell 
Dean 
Associate Professor of Law
B.S., Auburn University 
J.D., University of Virginia

Layne S. Keele 
Associate Dean for Academic Affairs 
Associate Professor of Law 
B.B.A., Freed-Hardeman University 
J.D., Indiana University Maurer School of Law

Allen P. Mendenhall 
Associate Dean; Executive Director, 
Blackstone & Burke Center for Law & Liberty 
B.A., Furman University
M.A., West Virginia University
J.D., West Virginia University 
LL.M., Temple University 
Ph.D., Auburn University

Donna M. Spears 
Associate Dean of Information Resources 
B.A., University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
J.D., Loyola University College of Law
M.L.I.S., Louisiana State University

Jennifer L. DeBoer 
Assistant Dean of Students 
Director of Academic Success 
B.A., Hope College
J.D., Valparaiso University 
M.A., University of Colorado 
at Colorado Springs

Charles I. Nelson 
Dean Emeritus
B.S., Abilene Christian University 
J.D., University of Texas

Administration



Faculty

Betty Bobbitt Byrne 
Director of Bar Success
Adjunct Professor of Law 
B.A., University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill
J.D., Samford University 
Cumberland School of Law

Charles B. Campbell 
Dean 
Associate Professor of Law 
B.S., Auburn University 
J.D., University of Virginia

John C. Craft  
Clinical Associate Professor of Law 
Director of Clinics and Externships 
B.A., Auburn University 
J.D., Faulkner University
Thomas Goode Jones School of Law

Michael J. DeBoer 
Associate Professor of Law 
B.A., Liberty University
M.A.R., Liberty Baptist Theological Seminary 
M.Div., Southeastern Baptist
Theological Seminary 
J.D., Valparaiso University 
LL.M., Indiana University
Robert H. McKinney School of Law

A. Jerome Dees
Professor of Law
B.A., Auburn University
J.D., Samford University
Cumberland School of Law

Donald W. Garner 
Professor of Law 
B.A., University of Texas at Arlington 
J.D., University of Texas

Jeffrey B. Hammond 
Associate Professor of Law 
B.A., Harding University
M.T.S., Emory University
J.D., Emory University

Shirley D. Howell 
Professor of Law 
B.A., Huntingdon College 
J.D., Jones Law Institute

Layne S. Keele 
Associate Dean for Academic Affairs
Associate Professor of Law 
B.B.A., Freed-Hardeman University 
J.D., Indiana University Maurer School of Law

Adam J. MacLeod 
Professor of Law 
B.A., Gordon College 
J.D., University of Notre Dame

Robert L. McFarland 
Associate Professor of Law
Director of Advocacy Programs 
B.A., Oklahoma Christian University 
J.D., Pepperdine University

Kelly F. McTear 
Director, Family Violence Clinic; Clinical 
Assistant Professor of Law; Director of Public 
Interest Programs 
B.A., Rhodes College 
J.D., University of Alabama

Elyce C. Morris 
Associate Professor of Law; Director, Kenneth 
F. Dunham Mediation Clinic; Director ADR 
Certificate Program; Director LL.M. Program 
A.B., The College of William and Mary 
J.D., University of Southern California
Gould School of Law
LL.M., Pepperdine University School of Law 
Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution



Law Library

Georgette Panagotacos 
Assistant Director of Collections Management 
and Research Librarian
B.S., Florida State University
J.D., Florida State University
M.L.I.S., Florida State University

Donna M. Spears 
Associate Dean of Information Resources 
B.A., University of Louisiana at Lafayette
J.D., Loyola University College of Law
M.L.I.S., Louisiana State University

Ned D. Swanner, Jr.  
Assistant Director of Electronic Services 
and Research Librarian
B.A., Randolph-Macon College 
M.A., University of Missouri 
J.D., Campbell University 
LL.M., University of Missouri-Kansas City

Andy G. Olree 
Professor of Law 
B.B.A., Harding University 
J.D., University of Chicago 

Melvin L. Otey 
Associate Professor of Law 
B.S.B.A., St. Louis University
J.D., Howard University
B.A., Amridge University 
M.Div., Amridge University 

Thurston H. Reynolds, II 
Professor of Law 
B.A., Abilene Christian University 
J.D., University of Texas 
LL.M., New York University

Eric P. Voigt 
Associate Professor of Law 
B.A., University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill
J.D., Indiana University Maurer School of Law




