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Faulkner University’s Thomas Goode Jones School of Law has earned 
a reputation for providing students with a strong legal education in 
a caring, Christian environment. Established in 1928, Faulkner Law 

has grown from educating students in the borrowed chambers of local 
judges to its permanent home in nearly 70,000 square feet of state-of-the-art 
classrooms,  courtrooms, clinics, library, and student space on the campus of 
Faulkner University. Faulkner Law is fully accredited by the American Bar 
Association (ABA). 

Faulkner Law students gain invaluable, practical experience throughout 
their three years of legal study. Faulkner Law’s onsite legal clinics, field 
placements, law review, and award-winning advocacy programs complement 
an outstanding classroom education that equips students with practice-ready 
skills. 

The law school has produced over 3,350 graduates working in more than 
25 states. The law school’s alumni include state supreme court justices; 
appellate, magistrate, and district judges; politicians and government 
leaders; and attorneys working in public interest, solo practice, and leading 
law firms across the nation. Faulkner Law graduates are making a difference 
in their communities and beyond. Today, we are pleased to celebrate the 
Class of 2023’s graduation and welcome them into the Faulkner Law alumni 
community.

About Faulkner L aw



Program
Montgomery Performing Arts Centre, Montgomery, Alabama

Procession starts at 10:00 a.m.
(Guests remain seated during the processional)

Processional

Invocation                                                                                                                                                      Andy G. Olree
Professor of Law

	

Welcome	 Charles B. Campbell
Dean and Associate Professor of Law

Faculty Farewell	 Melvin L. Otey
Professor of Law 

Student Farewell	 Tara Herring Chambliss

Introduction of Commencement Speaker	 D. Mitchell Henry
 	 President, Faulkner University

Commencement Address	 The Honorable Tommy Bryan
Associate Justice, Alabama Supreme Court

	
Conferring of Degrees, Presentation of Diplomas, 
and Hooding of Graduates
	 Charles B. Campbell, Dean and Associate Professor of Law
	 Jennifer L. DeBoer, Assistant Dean of Students	
		

Awards	 Charles B. Campbell
	 Dean and Associate Professor of Law

Benediction	 Taurus L. Myhand
Assistant Professor of Law



Class of 2023

* ADR Certificate Recipient
† Fellows, Public Interest Society: Students who 

 completed 50 hours or more of voluntary service

Jonathan James Bailie, Cum Laude †

Brianna Bennett

Justin Blake Brimmage *

Allison Butts-Walley †

Tara Herring Chambliss, Summa Cum Laude

Courtney Donaldson Davis †

Sarah Devine

Melvin H. Dixon, Jr. 

Robert Erhardt * †

Jordan Marie Eslinger

Dakota Randall Finster

Sheena Maureen Gamble

Kyley Catherine Goldhagen †

Jacob H. Howell †

Jacob Benjamin Hulcher * 

William Walker Humphries

Knute William Klinker

Baylee Meadows McDonald

Arjen James Meter, Cum Laude

Anthony Y. Mikasobe †

Matthew Gregory Oliver * †

Paul Edward Overton

Gena Liska Parker *

Ashley Jana’e Peacock †

Jessica H. Peek

Olivia Rheann Plowman †

Lisa Renae Salsman †

Jessica Thomas Scott 

John Mitchell Sikes, Magna Cum Laude

Nicholas Matthew Smith

Payton Caroline Smith *

Anna Marie Spidle †

Benjamin Allen Stanley

Alexandria Thompson * †

Dannielle Sudeña Thompson †

Joanna Renita White * †

Janey Lauren Whitney, Cum Laude * †



Faulkner University

President
 D. Mitchell Henry

B.A., Auburn University
M.A., Auburn University

J.D., University of Alabama

Faulkner L aw

Charles B. Campbell
Dean of Thomas Goode Jones School of Law
Associate Professor of Law
B.S., Auburn University
J.D., University of Virginia

Michael J. DeBoer
Associate Dean for Academic Affairs
Associate Professor of Law
B.A., Liberty University
M.A.R., Liberty Baptist Theological Seminary
M.Div., Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary
J.D., Valparaiso University
LL.M, Indiana University 
McKinney School of Law

Donna M. Spears
Associate Dean of Information Resources
B.A., University of Louisiana at Lafayette
J.D., Loyola University
M.L.I.S., Louisiana State University

Jennifer L. DeBoer
Assistant Dean of Students
Director of Academic Success
B.A., Hope College
J.D., Valparaiso University
M.A., University of Colorado 
at Colorado Springs

Charles I. Nelson
Dean Emeritus
B.S., Abilene Christian University
J.D., University of Texas

Administration



Faculty

John G. Browning
Distinguished Jurist in Residence
B.A., Rutgers University
J.D., University of Texas

Betty Bobbitt Byrne
Director of Bar Success
Adjunct Professor of Law
B.A., University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill
J.D., Samford University

Charles B. Campbell
Dean of Thomas Goode Jones School of Law
Associate Professor of Law
B.S., Auburn University
J.D., University of Virginia

John C. Craft
Clinical Associate Professor of Law
Director of Clinical and 
Field Placement Programs
B.A., Auburn University
J.D., Faulkner University

Michael J. DeBoer
Associate Dean for Academic Affairs
Associate Professor of Law
B.A., Liberty University
M.A.R., Liberty Baptist Theological Seminary
M.Div., Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary
J.D., Valparaiso University
LL.M, Indiana University 
McKinney School of Law

A. Jerome Dees
Professor of Law
B.A., Auburn University
J.D., Samford University

Laura R. Ford
Associate Professor of Law
B.A., Pacific Union College
J.D., Tulane University
M.P.A., Columbia University
LL.M., University of Washington
Ph.D., Cornell University

Donald W. Garner
Professor of Law, Emeritus
B.A., University of Texas at Arlington
J.D., University of Texas
 
Jeffrey B. Hammond
Associate Professor of Law
B.A., Harding University
M.T.S., Emory University
J.D., Emory University

Courtney L. Horton
Research and Writing Assistant Professor of Law
B.S., York College
J.D., Faulkner University

Shirley D. Howell
Professor of Law, Emerita
B.A., Huntingdon College
J.D., Jones Law Institute

Layne S. Keele
Associate Professor of Law
B.B.A., Freed-Hardeman University
J.D., Indiana University Maurer School of Law

Adam J. MacLeod 
Professor of Law
B.A., Gordon College
J.D., University of Notre Dame



Law Library

Leanne M. Jordan
Technical Services Librarian
A.S.N., Troy State University
B.S.B., Faulkner University
M.L.I.S., University of Alabama

Georgette Panagotacos
Assistant Director of Collections Management 
and Research Librarian
B.S., Florida State University
J.D., Florida State University
M.L.I.S., Florida State University

Donna M. Spears
Associate Dean of Information Resources
B.A., University of Louisiana at Lafayette
J.D., Loyola University
M.L.I.S., Louisiana State University

Ned D. Swanner, Jr.
Assistant Director for Electronic Services 
and Research Librarian
B.A., Randolph-Macon College
M.A., University of Missouri
J.D., Campbell University
LL.M., University of Missouri - Kansas City

Robert L. McFarland
Associate Professor of Law
Director of Advocacy Programs
B.A., Oklahoma Christian University
J.D., Pepperdine University

Kelly F. McTear
Director, Kenneth Dunham Mediation Clinic
Clinical Associate Professor of Law
Director of Public Interest Programs
B.A., Rhodes College
J.D., University of Alabama

Taurus L. Myhand
Assistant Professor of Law
B.S., Excelsior College
M.Div., Interdenominational Theological 
Center
M.S.C.J., Troy University
J.D., University of Alabama

Andy G. Olree
Professor of Law
B.B.A., Harding University
J.D., University of Chicago

Melvin L. Otey
Professor of Law
B.S.B.A., St. Louis University
J.D. Howard University
B.A. Amridge University
M.Div., Amridge University

Thurston H. Reynolds, II
Professor of Law
B.A., Abilene Christian University
J.D., University of Texas
LL.M., New York University

Eric P. Voigt
Research & Writing Associate Professor of Law
Director, Legal Writing Program
B.A., University of North Carolina
J.D., Indiana University Maurer School of Law



Justice Tommy Elias Bryan was raised on a family farm in southern Crenshaw 
County, Alabama, where his parents taught him the values of faith, family, and 

hard work.  

A 1974 graduate of Brantley High School, Justice Bryan continued his education at 
Troy State University, where he received Bachelor of Science and Master of Science 
degrees in education.  In 1983, he graduated from the Thomas Goode Jones School 
of Law.  After graduating from law school, Justice Bryan served as a staff attorney 
for the Alabama Court of Criminal Appeals.

In 1987 Justice Bryan became an assistant attorney general for the State of Alabama, 
serving as an associate general counsel for Alabama’s environmental department.  
In that position he gained valuable experience in defending and interpreting highly 
technical and scientific regulations and standards, as well as drafting administrative 
orders and reviewing legislation pertaining to environmental issues.

In 2004, Justice Bryan ran for a seat on the Alabama Court of Civil Appeals and, 
after winning every county in the state during the Republican primary election, 
he went on to win the general election after challenging an incumbent judge.  He 
was sworn into office as a Judge on the Alabama Court of Civil Appeals in January 
2005.  He was reelected in November 2010.  In 2012, during his tenure on the 
Court of Civil Appeals, Justice Bryan was named “Judge of the Year” by the Family 
Law Section of the Alabama State Bar.  Also in 2012, Justice Bryan was elected to 
the Alabama Supreme Court and was sworn into office as an Associate Justice in 
January 2013.  He was reelected to the Alabama Supreme Court in 2018 without 
opposition.

Justice Bryan is a member of the Alabama Bar Association. He has also been 
admitted to practice before the United States Supreme Court, the United States 
Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit, and the District of Columbia.  In 2014, 
Justice Bryan was named as a “Significant Sig” of the Sigma Chi international 
fraternity.  He was also a charter member of Troy University’s Sigma Chi chapter 
in 1977.  In 2019, he was recognized as one of Troy University’s Alumni of the Year.
  
Justice Bryan is married to the former Pamela Mizzell from Tuscaloosa, and they 
have two children—a daughter, Thomason, and a son, Tucker.  The Bryan family 
lives in Montgomery where they attend Montgomery’s First Baptist Church.  Justice 
Bryan has served as a deacon, participated in sanctuary choir, and leads an adult 
Sunday School at First Baptist.

The Honorable Tommy Bryan
Biography






