
COMMENCEMENT
Saturday, May 16, 2026

Montgomery Performing Arts Centre





Faulkner University’s Thomas Goode Jones School of Law has earned a reputation for 
providing students with a strong legal education in a distinctive, caring, Christian 
community. Established in 1928, Faulkner Law has grown from educating students 

in the borrowed chambers of local judges to its permanent home in nearly 70,000 square 
feet of state-of-the-art classrooms, courtrooms, clinics, library, and student space on the 
campus of Faulkner University. Faulkner Law is fully accredited by the American Bar 
Association (ABA).

Faulkner Law students gain invaluable, practical experience throughout their legal study. 
Faulkner Law’s onsite legal clinics, field placements, law review, student organizations, 
and award-winning advocacy programs complement an outstanding classroom education 
that equips students with practice-ready skills.

The law school has produced over 2,800 graduates residing and working in 42 states. The 
law school’s alumni include state supreme court justices; appellate, magistrate, and district 
judges; politicians and government leaders; and attorneys working in public interest, 
solo practice, business, education, and leading law firms across the nation. Faulkner Law 
graduates are making a difference in their communities and beyond.

In August 2020, Faulkner Law added a new scheduling option for students. In addition 
to the Full-Time Schedule and Flexible Schedule, the law school added the Executive 
Schedule offering students a reduced load of blended classes over four years. The blended 
classes meet on campus twice a month and have an online, distance education component 
during the week. Today, Faulkner Law is graduating its third full cohort of Executive 
Schedule students, along with its Full-Time and Flexible Schedule students. 

Today, we are pleased to celebrate the Class of 2026’s graduation and welcome them into 
the Faulkner Law alumni community.

About Faulkner L aw



Will Parker was appointed to the Alabama Supreme Court by 
Governor Kay Ivey on November 10, 2025. From 2017 to 2025, 
Justice Parker served as an attorney in the Office of the Governor, 

including nearly six years as General Counsel to the Governor. Before joining 
the Ivey Administration, Justice Parker served as an assistant attorney general in 
the Alabama Attorney General’s Office, where for almost ten years he defended 
state officials in constitutional litigation in state and federal courts. Justice Parker 
holds an undergraduate degree from Davidson College and a law degree from the 
University of Alabama. Following law school, he clerked for Judge Ed Carnes of 
the United States Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit. Before law school, 
he taught U.S. History at a Montgomery public school. Justice Parker and his wife 
Karen have two sons, Evan and Bennett.

Justice Will Parker
Associate Justice Alabama Supreme Court



Program
Montgomery Performing Arts Centre, Montgomery, Alabama

Procession starts at 10:00 a.m.
(Guests, please remain seated during the processional.)

Processional

Invocation                                                                                                                                         Jeffrey B. Hammond
Professor of Law

	
Welcome	 Charles B. Campbell

Dean and Associate Professor of Law

Faculty Farewell	 Courtney L. Horton
Director of Advocacy Programs

Assistant Professor of Law

Student Farewell	 Noah Russel Crawford
Class of 2026

Introduction of Commencement Speaker	 Charles B. Campbell
 	 Dean and Associate Professor of Law

Commencement Address	 Justice Will Parker
Associate Justice, Alabama Supreme Court

	
Conferring of Degrees, Presentation of Diplomas, 
and Hooding of Graduates	 Charles B. Campbell, Dean and Associate Professor of Law
	 Jennifer L. DeBoer, Assistant Dean of Students	
		
Presentation of Shirley Darby Howell Distinguished 
Public Interest Fellow Award	 Kelly F. McTear

Associate Clinical Professor of Law
ADR Program Director

Kenneth Dunham Mediation Clinic Director
Public Interest Program Director

Presentation of the Carter Award	 Michael J. DeBoer	
Associate Dean for Academic Affairs

Professor of Law

Presentation of the Deans Award	 Charles B. Campbell
	 Dean and Associate Professor of Law

Benediction	 Andy Olree
Professor of Law



Juris Doctor Class of 2026

* ADR Certificate Recipient
† Fellows, Public Interest Society: Students who 

 completed 50 hours or more of voluntary service
‡ Military Service

Caleb Evan Aaron

Larry Preston Adams

Jonathan Brennen Bagby †

Bryant Scott Barkley

Colleen Emily Barrett *†

Melissa Rose Bernazzani † ‡

Megan Forsyth Bolton

Roy Dyson Boyd IV

Jonathan Wesley Brumlow

Mary Addison Powell Brutkiewicz

Jailyn Ashley Burton

Randall Logan Caldwell

Aileen Mazudaira Acevedo Campbell †

Emily Marie Chavera 

Brianna Kathryn Chester

Carley Marie Choat, Cum Laude

Noah Russel Crawford, Summa Cum Laude

Kacie Lee Creel

Amanda Davis

Hayden Douglas Davis

Zachary Scott DeHaven, Cum Laude

Dorothy M. Dixon †

Stephanie Antoni Douglas 

Hannah Johelle Eslick, Cum Laude †

Abigail Lauren Ferrell * 

Terry Javoris Fuller

Michael Hunter Gentle †

Sanin Glogic 

Benjamin James Goggans, Summa Cum Laude

Donald L. Googe Jr.

Giuseppe Giovanni Guarino *

Andrew Campbell Harris

William Edward Haubner

Jorge Eduardo Henriquez Jr.

Jefferson Woodrow Henry †

Rebekah Lynn Hilburn †

Christopher Eugene Hosey †

Paul Charles Hurley III

Zackary Wayne Jarrell

William Matthew Jenne



* ADR Certificate Recipient
† Fellows, Public Interest Society: Students who 

 completed 50 hours or more of voluntary service
‡ Military Service

Juris Doctor Class of 2026

Punit Sandipkumar Kapadia

Sarah L. Klopfer

Kyle Edward Kremer

Sandra Lopez

Grace Ellen Lorimor †

Olivia Grace Mascharka, Cum Laude 

Kenyonna Monyai McClain

K. LeGrand McLemore Jr.

Miguel Roland Mignott

Emily Sharron Milford †

Vladyslav Mokrenko, Summa Cum Laude

Samuel Udoudo Ndem

Sara Elizabeth Norman

Macy Francelia Nye

Fola-Emmanuel Itunu Oyadeyi †

Dallas Jaskya Parker

Justin Scott Parker, Cum Laude

Olivia Joyce Phillips, Magna Cum Laude

Lendon Adamson Pickle

Caden William Pierce †

April Joy Pilgrim, Cum Laude †

James Kenneth Powell Jr., Magna Cum Laude

Hannah Kay Preston 

Tina Breanna Pritchett †

Connor Michael Purvis 

Trevez Antwain Richards ‡

Isaiah Gray Roland

Emma Elizabeth Rose

Olivia Lee Rowan

Delaney Elizabeth Russ *†

Brigham Augustine Schellinger 

Landan Cade Scott

Austin Sidwell, Cum Laude ‡

Antonia Nova Smith

Maryanna Louise Morris Smith †

Courtney Jean Solie, Cum Laude

Jeana Sutherland

Chloe Gracelynn Swaney, Magna Cum Laude

Savannah Blane Tatum

Courtney Bevin Teel †



* ADR Certificate Recipient
† Fellows, Public Interest Society: Students who 

 completed 50 hours or more of voluntary service
‡ Military Service

Juris Doctor Class of 2026

Stephanie Ann Templon †

Anna Katherine Massengale Thomas

D'Andre Claudius Thomas

Kylee Brielle Thomas †

Tristan Sawyer Triplett

Kacey Diane Walker

Dyllon Nelson Carter Washington *

Hunter Michael Weathers

Ashlee Ann Welch *†

Daniel J. Wentz

Lorne Eli Whaley

Shane Austin Willis

Chamiya Wilson-Howard 

Bradford Benton Woodall †

Tanner Dylan Woodall

Travis Dane Woodall

Pamela Tisdale Wright, Cum Laude †

Alexis Nicole Yates

Tiffany LaKecia Young

John Thomas Zachry

Rayan Mahmood Zaied

Master of L aws Class of 2026

Janey Lauren Whitney



Faulkner University

President
 D. Mitchell Henry

B.A., Auburn University
M.A., Auburn University

J.D., University of Alabama

Thomas Goode Jones School of Law

Charles B. Campbell
Dean
Associate Professor of Law
B.S., Auburn University
J.D., University of Virginia

Michael J. DeBoer
Associate Dean for Academic Affairs
Professor of Law
B.A., Liberty University
M.A.R., Liberty Baptist Theological Seminary
M.Div., Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary
J.D., Valparaiso University
LL.M., Indiana University 
McKinney School of Law

Donna M. Spears
Associate Dean for Information Resources
B.A., University of Louisiana at Lafayette
J.D., Loyola University
M.L.I.S., Louisiana State University

Jennifer L. DeBoer
Assistant Dean of Students
Adjunct Professor of Law
B.A., Hope College
J.D., Valparaiso University
M.A., University of Colorado 
at Colorado Springs

Jocelyn E.H. Limmer
Assistant Dean for Administration
Director of Academic Success
Adjunct Professor of Law
B.A., University of Kansas
J.D., Indiana University Maurer School of Law

Charles I. Nelson
Dean Emeritus
B.S., Abilene Christian University
J.D., University of Texas

Administration



Faculty

William D. Breland
Clinical Assistant Professor of Law
B.A., Birmingham-Southern College
J.D., University of Alabama

John G. Browning
Distinguished Jurist in Residence
B.A., Rutgers University
J.D., University of Texas

Betty Bobbitt Byrne
Director of Bar Success
Adjunct Professor of Law
B.A., University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill
J.D., Samford University

Charles B. Campbell
Dean
Associate Professor of Law
B.S., Auburn University
J.D., University of Virginia

John C. Craft
Director of Clinical and 
Field Placement Programs
Clinical Associate Professor of Law
B.A., Auburn University
J.D., Faulkner University

Michael J. DeBoer
Associate Dean for Academic Affairs
Professor of Law
B.A., Liberty University
M.A.R., Liberty Baptist Theological Seminary
M.Div., Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary
J.D., Valparaiso University
LL.M., Indiana University 
McKinney School of Law

A. Jerome Dees
Professor of Law
B.A., Auburn University
J.D., Samford University

Laura R. Ford
Associate Professor of Law
B.A., Pacific Union College
J.D., Tulane University
M.P.A., Columbia University
LL.M., University of Washington
Ph.D., Cornell University

Stephen M. Frisby
Associate Professor of Law
B.S., Faulkner University
J.D., Faulkner University
LL.M., University of Alabama

Donald W. Garner
Professor of Law, Emeritus
B.A., University of Texas at Arlington
J.D., University of Texas
 
Jeffrey B. Hammond
Professor of Law
B.A., Harding University
M.T.S., Emory University
J.D., Emory University

Courtney L. Horton
Director of Advocacy Programs
Assistant Professor of Law
B.S., York College
J.D., Faulkner University

Kelly F. McTear
Associate Clinical Professor of Law
ADR Program Director
Kenneth Dunham Mediation Clinic Director
Public Interest Program Director
B.A., Rhodes College
J.D., University of Alabama



Law Library

Leanne M. Jordan
Technical Services Librarian
A.S.N., Troy State University
B.S.B., Faulkner University
M.L.I.S., University of Alabama

Georgette Panagotacos
Assistant Director of Collections Management 
and Research Librarian
B.S., Florida State University
J.D., Florida State University
M.L.I.S., Florida State University

Donna M. Spears
Associate Dean for Information Resources
B.A., University of Louisiana at Lafayette
J.D., Loyola University
M.L.I.S., Louisiana State University

Ned D. Swanner, Jr.
Assistant Director for Electronic Services 
and Research Librarian
B.A., Randolph-Macon College
M.A., University of Missouri–Columbia
J.D., Campbell University
LL.M., University of Missouri–Kansas City

Gena L. Thuett
Reference Librarian 
A.A., South Plains College
B.A., Lubbock Christian University
J.D., Faulkner University 
M.L.I.S., University of Alabama

Emma H. Mitchell
Research & Writing Assistant Professor of Law
B.S., Faulkner University
J.D., Faulkner University

Andy G. Olree
Professor of Law
B.B.A., Harding University
J.D., University of Chicago

Melvin L. Otey
Professor of Law
B.S.B.A., St. Louis University
J.D., Howard University
B.A., Amridge University
M.Div., Amridge University

Thurston H. Reynolds, II
Professor of Law
B.A., Abilene Christian University
J.D., University of Texas
LL.M., New York University

Michael S. Speakman
Distinguished Practitioner in Residence
B.S., Auburn University
J.D., Washington and Lee University
M.A., New Orleans Baptist Seminary

Eric P. Voigt
Director of Legal Writing Program
Research & Writing Associate Professor of Law
B.A., University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
J.D., Indiana University Maurer School of Law

Holly M. Walterscheid
Assistant Professor of Law
B.A., Freed-Hardeman University
J.D., Faulkner University




